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Director’s Letter

Greetings Delegates,

We welcome you to the United Nations Security Council, to be simulated virtually at Abbotsford

Model United Nations 2021. As the staff, we would like to ensure that this committee offers you

a valuable and enjoyable learning experience. We believe that our primary responsibility is to

assist the individual growth of each delegate. In this committee, we hope to promote curiosity to

investigate your respective country’s stance as well as your problem solving skills to resolve the

selected topic.

During AbbyMUN 2021, UNSC will be featuring one topic; the Yemen Crisis. The Yemen Crisis

is a pertinent topic of discussion since it is in the midst of experiencing the world’s largest and

worst humanitarian crisis. This guide will act as a viable source in understanding past actions

that amounted to the crisis in Yemen. We urge every delegate to look below the surface and

explore all the nuances and intricacies regarding this topic.

Over the course of the conference, we expect each delegate to display the bearing of a true

diplomat, respect the opinions of the other delegates even in times of conflicting views and most

importantly, come up with innovative ideas for the agenda being discussed. Whether you’re a

new seasoned delegate, we hope that this committee will provide you with indispensable

information and marvelous experiences, but above we hope you have fun!! We are available to

provide assistance and guidance at any point of time and we look forward to meeting you all at

the conference.

Best Regards,

Evy Granot

Director of UNSC

AbbyMUN 2021
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Introduction to MUN

What is Model UN?
Model United Nations, also known as Model UN or MUN, is a political simulation where
students role play as delegates to simulate the United Nations1. This is an extracurricular activity
and generally done through MUN conferences which are organized by high schools across
Canada.  During conferences you are eligible for awards which include best position paper, best
new delegate, honourable mention, outstanding delegate and lastly, best delegate, for which you
receive a gavel. Through MUN you gain the skills of research, public speaking, debating,
collaborating, and writing expertises. Students are to give detailed speeches on their nation's
position and offer possible solutions. Additionally, students are recommended to write a position
paper on your given topic describing its history, solutions, etc. Position papers are mandatory to
be considered for an award.

Recommendations for Choosing a Country
When picking a country it is crucial to find one that is the most suitable for you.  Consider the
following:

● Does my country have the same political views as me?
● Is my country challenging and can I step outside my comfort zone?
● Is my country involved in the topic at hand or would I be rather less involved?
● Is there substantial information about the country’s history and actions on the topic at

hand?
● Can I feel comfortable to come up with viable solutions and provide overall quality to the

debate with this country?
● Can I provide statistics and reliable information to my fellow delegates?

1 https://bestdelegate.com/what-is-model-united-nations/
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Research Tips
Research is one of the reasons why some people are reluctant to join MUN. From the lack of
available information or the sophisticated use of language, research can prove quite arduous for
many beginner delegates. Nevertheless, the more research you do, the more confident and
knowledgeable you will feel about the topic and the country you are representing.  For many,
Iikipedia is seen as an unreliable source. It is a great starting point but it should not be your only
source of information. A great way to obtain more information is through the ‘further reading’
section of the backgrounder. Additionally, you should research in areas like culture, economics,
politics, history and governmental organizations relating to the topic.

The United Nations
The United Nations (UN) is an international body established on October 24, 1945 after World
War II.  The UN was the second attempt to create an international organization after the failure of
the League of Nations, which was created in 1919. The UN’s office is currently located in New
York City with additional headquarters in Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi. The officials include
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. The objective of the UN is to maintain
peace and security, developing friendly relations, and solving global implications with respect to
the basics of human rights.  In addition, the United Nations is split into 6 sections. The Security
Council,  General Assembly (includes DISEC), Economic and Social Council, International
Court of Justice, Secretariat and Trusteeship Council.2

Committee Overview

With the detrimental consequences endured during the two World Wars, leaders from 46

countries assembled in 1945 to ensure that these situations would never again impose their tragic

implications. The meeting resulted in a new international system, designed to maintain and

uphold international peace and security for all. The body in charge of this task is the UNSC, the

United Nations Security Council.

The UNSC is a committee that consists of 15 countries. In relation to the merit performed by the

victors of the second world war; China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the

United States, they were given permanent membership status, recognized as P5 countries. With

2 https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations
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this title comes great responsibility and conditions. For a decision to be reached, all five of the

P5 countries should be in agreement. In the case that one opposes the consensus they can

overturn the decision, utilizing the option known as veto power. The other 10 countries in the

UNSC are elected for two-year incumbencies. They hold a great deal of power by swaying the

P5 countries' decisions.

As the UNSC is an intergovernmental organization and an international committee that belongs

to the UN, their main priority is to maintain peace and security as well as international relations

especially in areas of conflict. Above this responsibility, they counter the crisis encountered

around the globe. The presence that the UNSC serves on an international scale is necessary for

peace, security and stable international relationships, thus all decisions must be met with care

and consideration.

Topic Overview

Crowned as the World's Worst Humanitarian Crisis in recent history, the Yemeni crisis has been

terrorizing its citizens for years. There are currently an estimated 21 million people in need of

substantial humanitarian relief, out of the 21 million, 11 million are youth. As the situation

rapidly escalated in March of 2015 the country has been exhibiting an essential self district

mechanism. A devastating shortage that has been sweeping the nation is the lack of health

facilities. A recent survey concluded that roughly half of the health facilities were active.

Investigating further, many of the active facilities are deprived of elementary equipment,

including but not limited to masks, gloves, oxygen alongside necessary equipment to combat

COVID-19 cases. With the intent to obtain these essential pieces of equipment many health

workers haven’t been awarded their pay in years.

The next generation is of high importance to the UNSC. Having a proficient education to prevent

similar actions from happening again is crucial in resolving the crisis. As the crisis progresses,

children continue to be brutally murdered and maimed in the cross hairs of the conflict. The

education system of Yemen has been fractured by acts of micheff and lack of funds. This resulted
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in numerous schools having no choice but to surrender, closing down, leaving the children more

vulnerable than ever. 3

The disparities of the Yemen crisis derive from the war. The Yemen War is a gruesome war

between the Abdrabbuh Manur Hadi, which is led by the government and the Houthi, an armed

movement with the intent to cease control over the Yemenis government. As the battle continued

the Houthi have occupied the North-West of Yemen and the city Taiz. This gave the rebel group

a significant advantage, allowing them to launch ballistic missiles or drones.

The most casualties have occurred from famine or malnutrition, this accounts for roughly

131,000 out of 233,000 deaths since 2015. There are roughly 25 million Yemenis who lack

sufficient food to support themselves on a daily basis. With the significant backlog of doctors the

situation has not seen a fragment of hope in years. In turn many cases go untreated, and have

ultimate consequences.

To combat the dismay in Yemen the UN issued a donation outlet back in 2015. Over the 6 year

period this fund has collected US$8.4 billion, this had the potential to support over 14 million

people. Unfortunately, this fund took a colossal blow with the resurgence of the COVID-19

pandemic. Yemen has only received roughly 30% of this relief fund.4

Current Situation
The COVID-19 pandemic has made matters worse for the citizens of Yemen. The economic and

humanitarian challenges have been increasing and becoming more difficult every day. Yemen has

not been able to receive the funds it requires from many sources and this has led to a lot of

hardships for its citizens. . Today, there are a large number of Yemenis who are forced to live in

camps all over the country. Many Yemenis have fled Yemen and are seeking asylum in countries

like Sudan, Oman, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia and Saudi Arabia. It has been estimated by

ACLED (Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project) that around 20,000 civilians, mostly

children and women, have died because of the ongoing war. The children of Yemen have

4 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29319423
3 https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/yemen-crisis
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suffered a lot, with statistics from the UN showing that one child dies every 10 minutes because

of malnutrition, preventable diseases and malnutrition. More than 20 million Yemenis have not

been able to get proper nutrition, which has led to increasing death rates amongst all ages also.

There is no proper treatment for diseases like cholera in Yemen, which have also led to a large

number of deaths.

In March 2021, several countries tried to end the conflict in Yemen together by trying to conduct

peace talks, after Saudi Arabia’s proposal for the same. The Houthis have however rejected all

these talks. April 2021 saw lawmakers requesting USA President Joe Biden to remove trade

sanctions imposed on Saudi Arabia, with the sanctions leading to the crisis faced by the Yemenis

being the principal reason. The moves of the US have resulted in talks among US special envoys

to Yemen, key Yemeni officials and representatives of Saudi Arabia and Oman. Positive progress

in the talks can be seen in action, with more than 70% of shops all over Yemen seeing

remittances returning to pre-pandemic levels, resulting in extra money in the country.

Yemen, however, has not been able to tackle the pandemic in the country in a proper manner.

Inconsistent reporting and under-counting have led to inaccurate numbers of cases of the virus in

the country. Less than 1% of the population has received one dose of the vaccine and most of the

time, the vaccine has been taken to Houthi-controlled Sana’a. The seized vaccines are actually

meant for the citizens, under the COVAX program.

Yemen has also been affected by a lot of floods. March 2020 saw a once-in-a-generation flooding

that has left more than 100,000 people homeless and has displaced many more. It was during this

time that the pandemic started in Yemen, making it extremely difficult to handle the situation.

Yemen has also witnessed one of its worst ever cholera outbreaks, which started in 2019 and is

still not under control. Late April and early May has seen a lot of flash floods all over the

country, with several days of rain. Many buildings have collapsed and there are cases of deaths

also.
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Areas of Debate

War and conflicts

2004 saw the start of fighting between the government, which was recognised internationally,

and members of the Ansar Allah group, which over time has become the Houthi movement

today. The group has linked itself with one third of Yemen’s population who follow Shia-Islam.

September 2014 saw members of the movement and troops loyal to the deposed president Saleh

take over the capital city of Sana’a. The course of events resulted in more than 8,700 people

getting killed and a further 50,000 getting wounded, mainly because of imprecise bombing.

During this period, more than 3 million people have been forced to leave their homes. The UN

has also made a lot of accusations against the movement, which had attacked hospitals, schools

and markets and had also prevented basic facilities from reaching civilians.

Poverty and hunger crisis

The war has led to inflation and unemployment. Workers have not been able to receive proper

funds. Yemen has witnessed an acute shortage of fuel, food and medicine. 2015 saw a large

chunk of the population living on less than $2 a day, with no access to proper water and required

sanitation. More than three fourths of the population are in desperate need of humanitarian aid

and half of these people are in acute distress. More than half a million children have suffered

from malnutrition.

Humanitarian Crisis

Over one million people have been forcefully displaced within Yemen between 2015 and 2020.

More than 80% of the population, including around 12 million children, are in need of

humanitarian aid. Approximately 7.8 million children have no access to proper water and

sanitation facilities. There have been many cases of these children being forced to be part of the

conflict as well. Houthis generally make children shoot weapons in exchange for monetary gains.

Laws are made by Houthis in a way such that children are allowed to shoot weapons from a very
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young age. Houthis see children as valuable assets and use them to take advantage of conflicts.

Many children are affected and are forced to work in extremely hazardous conditions. Yemen has

been part of many treaties of the United Nations, with The Conventions on the Rights of the

Child assembly resolution,which was signed on November 18, 1959 and ratified on November

20, 1989, being one major document for the treatment of children.. Due to a lack of intervention,

many Yemeni children are being denied treatment, resources, and rudimentary rights during this

humanitarian crisis. In April 2021,according to the director of Muslim Hands’ Yemen operation,

it was said that the country is witnessing “the worst humanitarian crisis in the past 100 years”, as

it is facing famine and 80% of the population of over 30 million need humanitarian avail.”

Situation of  Migrants
According to reports of the International Organization on Migration (IOM), it is estimated that

around 140,000 migrants entered Yemen in 2019. Migrants who were stranded for various

reasons, like COVID-19, border closures, restrictions in travel and discrimination to name a few,

have not got access to essential things like food, water, shelter and health assistance. Many

refugees are subjected to increased detentions and are made to forcefully move across many

dangerous regions. The Houthi forces have used COVID-19 as an excuse to banish thousands of

Ethiopian refugees who had settled in the north of Yemen, with dozens killed and the rest being

forced to the Saudi border. The situation has been the same in the Saudi Border, with Saudi

forces firing on fleeing migrants leading to many more deaths and some escaping to a

mountainous border area of the country.

Past International Actions
Since March of 2015 the UN has been involved with the Yemen Crisis as they face one of the
world's worst humanitarian crises of recent times. This war erased over 50,000 lives, innocent
civilians included. The war has demolished and terrorized the economy, elevating the levels of
poverty in the country. Vital infrastructures have been destroyed, bringing chaos and fear to the
greater community. Now the country is closing in on a frightening title, “World’s Worst Famine
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In Over 100 Years”. More than half of the population (14 million women, men and children) is
struggling to find sufficient food, making them prone to starvation. 5

In response, the UN has partnered up with numerous other organizations and associations, to
help provide vital assistance and protection on the ground. To combat the principal issue, hunger.
The UN has been distributing over 100,000 metric tons of food commodities at over 5,000
locations across Yemen each and every month. This initiative is carried out by the UN’s World
Food Programme (WFP), and serves over 8 million Yemen citizens in need.

With the lack of clean water Cholera disease is prominent in some locations in Yemen. To
combat this acute intestinal infection the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN
Children Fund (UNICEF) have worked together in order to provide over 300,000 Yemenis who
are at high risk of contracting this fatal infection with a protective Cholera vaccine. This has
undoubtedly saved many lives.

Providing assistance to all, has been at the forefront of concerns to the UN. Thus the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA) has provided over 250,000 Yemenis girls and women health services
with a main focus on sexual and reproductive health. The UNFPA recommends and informs the
girls and women of sexual safety, if they have the capability to reproduce, if they have sufficient
means to support an infant, and how to ensure that they do not contract malicious diseases. The
UNFPA does so in a safe, effective, affordable and acceptable method.6

To support the government in their state of emergency, the UN has allocated their UN Officier
for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The main role of the OCHA is to work with
the government as well as UN humanitarian partners to elevate the coordination between parties.

Bloc Positions

Developed Nations (eg. United States and United Kingdom)

Nations in this bloc might be willing to actively cooperate within each other with the sole

objective of using technology and intelligence systems to regulate the situation in Yemen. There

are also several organizations and foundations that these nations control. This means that funding

6 https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/peace-human-rights-and-humanitarian-response/humanitarian-response-in-yemen/

5 https://www.unfpa.org/sexual-reproductive-health

AbbyMUN 2021 11

https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/peace-human-rights-and-humanitarian-response/humanitarian-response-in-yemen/
https://www.unfpa.org/sexual-reproductive-health


is one of the most valuable weapons that these nations can use to succeed in a final resolution. It

is important to take into consideration that as many of these nations are between America and

Europe, which means that recommendations might be very carefully done so that the sovereignty

of no nation is affected in a resolution

Developing Nations (eg. Russia and Kenya)

Many developing nations have had similar experiences with crises. Violent conflicts and

revolutions might imply that they have or have had similar issues with its people. Given that

developing nations coexist with crises and riots that are very similar to the ones in Yemen, there

might be a possibility to use their protocols. Furthermore, the nations that have already solved a

crisis might have the experience to use their methods to solve problems in their land and adapt

them to the situation in Yemen. Economics might not be a setback for any nation if viable

methods are used.

Arab Nations (eg. Egypt and Qatar)

Arab Nations (most of them part of the Arab League) are actually playing alongside Yemen in

this crisis. These nations look forward to having the most direct solutions to the issue in Yemen.

The delegates that may take part in this bloc might be willing to improve the past actions that

were proven not to be successful. There are also internal issues that might be solved among Arab

Nations in a resolution. This committee might also look forward to a plan that satisfies all the

Arab Nations without turning the situation in Yemen worse.

Guiding Questions

1. How has the pandemic affected the existing Yemen crisis and how can we ensure that the
economy doesn't cripple further?
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2. What steps should be taken to ensure the safety and well being of the women and
children?

3. What measures should countries take in order to end the war in a peaceful manner and
support Yemen in development and upliftment from damages?

4. How can NGOs, International agencies and political groups play a vital role in improving
the state of Yemen?

5. What are the strategies that need to be implemented for the betterment of refugees and
asylum seekers in Yemen?

6. What are the various funding techniques that can be adopted by Yemenis to overcome the
financial crisis?

Further Reading

1. https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/yemen-crisis#:~:text=Since%20the%20conflict%20e
scalated%20in,supplies%20to%20treat%20COVID%2D19.

2. https://www.unrefugees.org/news/yemen-crisis-explained/#When%20did%20the%20crisi
s%20in%20Yemen%20begin?

3. https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14661.doc.htm

4. https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/security-council-press-statement-yemen-16-april-2021

5. https://www.mei.edu/resources/transcript/addressing-crisis-yemen-strategies-and-solution
s
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